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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 


(FRL-10064] 


SECONDARY TREATMENT INFORMATION 
REGULATION 


Suspended Solids Limitations for Wastewater 
Treatment Ponds 


On October 7, 1977, the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) pub- 
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER (42 FR 
54666) a final amendment to the sec- 
ondary treatment information regula- 
tion applicable to the suspended solids 
limitations for certain municipal 
wastewater treatment ponds. The sec- 
ondary treatment information regula- 
tion, 40 CFR 133, contains effluent 
limitations in terms of biochemical 
oxygen demand, suspended solids and 
pH which must be achieved by munici- 
pal wastewater treatment plants. 

The amendment added a new para- 
graph (c) to § 133.103 of 40 CFR 133. 
This allows a case-by-case adjustment 
in suspended solids limitations for 
publicly owned waste stabilization 
ponds, if: The pond has a design ca- 
pacity of 2 million gallons per day or 
less; ponds are the sole process for sec- 
ondary treatment; and, the pond 
meets the biochemical oxygen demand 
limitations as prescribed by 40 CFR 
133.162(a). Ponds that are not eligible 
for this adjustment include: Basins or 
ponds used as a final polishing step for 
other secondary treatment systems, 
and ponds which include complete-mix 
aeration and sludge recycle or return 
since these systems are in essence a 
variation of the activated sludge proc- 
ess. Aerated ponds without sludge re- 
cycle, however, are eligible for adjust- 
ments provided the other specific re- 
quirements are met. 

The amended suspended solids limi- 
tations were determined by statistical 
analysis of available data. The accept- 
able limit was defined as that concen- 
tration achieved 90 percent of the 
time by waste stabilization ponds that 
are achieving the biochemical oxygen 
demand limitations of 40 CFR 
133.102(a). Each State was considered 
separately as well as appropriate con- 
tiguous geographic areas within a 
State or group of States. The analysis 
was done by the States or the applica- 
ble EPA regional office in cooperation 
with the States. 

A considerable amount of latitude 
was allowed in developing these values 
to account for varying conditions af- 
fecting pond use and performance 
across the country. Categorizations 
within States based on factors such as 
geographic location, seasonal variation 
and the type of pond were permitted. 
In some instances, the values present- 
ed below reflect these factors. 


NOTICES 


In accordance with the amended reg- 
ulation, a single value corresponding 
to the concentration achievable 90 
percent of the time may be used to es- 
tablish the suspended solids limita- 
tions for ponds within a State. The 
concentration achievable 90 percent of 
the time has been generally accepted 
as corresponding to a 30 consecutive 
day average (or an average value over 
the period of discharge when entire 
duration of the discharge is less than 
30 days). This interpretation is consist- 
ent with the analysis which was used 
as the basis for the other suspended 
solids and biochemical oxygen demand 
limitations contained in 40 CFR 133. 


' For this reason, a single suspended 
solid concentration has been listed 
below for ponds (or subcategory of 
ponds) within a State. In some cases, 
however, the States and EPA regional 
offices have agreed upon additional 
values, such as weekly averages or 
daily maximums, which will be used 
for compliance monitoring purposes 
within those States. 


In some cases the data base for the 
analysis was quite limited and in all 
cases additional data are being collect- 
ed. A periodic reevaluation of this ex- 
panding data base will be conducted 
and could result in further changes in 
the suspended solids limitations listed 
below. Several EPA regional offices 
have already indicated their intent to 
conduct a reevaluation within 2 years 
or less. Even though publication of 
these values is not a formal rulemak- 
ing procedure, public comments are 
weicome and will be considered in any 
revisions. Comments should be submit- 
ted to Director, Municipal Construc- 
tion Division (WH-547), Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency, Washington, 
D.C. 20460. 


FOR FURTHER 
CONTACT: 


INFORMATION 


Sherwoecd Reed or Alan Hais, Munic- 
ipal Construction Division (WH- 
547), Office of Water Program Oper- 
ations, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20460, 
202-426-8976. 


Dated October 27, 1973. 


THOMAS C. JORLING, 
Assistant Administrator for 
Waterand Waste Management. 


EVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


SUSPENDED SOLIDS LIMITATIONS FOR 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PONDS ** 


** The values set for lowa and Virginia in- 
corporate a specific case-by-case provisions; 
however, in accordance with 40 CFR 
133.133.103(c), adjustments of the suspend- 
ed solids limitations for individual ponds in 
all States are to be authorized on a case-by- 
case basis. 


53161 


Location and Suspended Solids Limit * (mg/ 
1) 


Alabama—$90. 
Alaska—70. 
Arizona—90. 
Arkansas—$90. 
Califorinia—95. 
Colorado 

Aerated ponds—75. 
All others—105. 
Connecticut—N.C. 
Delaware—N.C. 
District of Columbia—N.C. 
Florida—N.C. 
Georgia—$0. 
Guam—N.C. 
Hawaii—N.cC. 
Idaho—N.C. 
Nlinois—37. 
Indiana—70. 

Iowa 


Controlled Discharge, 3 Cell and Case-by- 
Cuse but not Greater Than 80 


All others—80. 

Kansas-—-80. 

Kentucky—N.C. 

Louisiana—90. 

Maine—45. 

Maryland—90. 

Massachusetts—N.C. 

Michigan 

Controlled seasonal discharge 

Summer—70. 

Winter—40. 

Minnesota—N.C. 

Mississippi—90. 

Missouri—80. 

Montana—100. 

Nebraske—-80. 

North Carolina—90. 

North Dakota. 

North and east of Missouri River—60. 

South and west of Missouri River—100. 

Nevada—90. 

New Hampshire—45. 

New Jersey—N.C. 

New Mexico—$90. 

New York—70. 

Ohio—65. 

Oklahoma—90. 

Oregon 

East of Cascade Mountains—85. 

Wesi of Cascade Mountains—50. 

Pennsyivania—N.C. 

Puerto Rico—N.C. 

Rhode Island—45. 

South Carolina—90. 

South Dakota—110. 

‘Tennessee—100. 

Texas—S0O. 

Utah—N.C. 

Vermont—5b5. 

Virgina 

East of Blue Ridge Mountains—60. 

West of Blue Ridge Mountains—78. 

Eastern Slope Counties: Loudoun, Fauquier, 
Rappahannock, Madison, Green, Albe- 
marle, Nelson Amherst, Bedford, Frank- 
lin, Patrick and, Case-by-Case application 
of 60/78 Limits 

Virgin Islands—N.C. 

Washington—75. 

West Virginia—689. 

Wisconsin—60. 

Wyoming—100. 

Trust Territories and North Marianas—N.C. 


Notres.—N.C.—No change 
criteria. 


iFR Doc. 78-32622 Filed 11-14-78; 8:45 am] 
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